
Goose Hunt Cancelled Due to Anti-Hunting Group Lawsuit 

Fund for Animals claim violations of National Environmental Policy Act 
posted August 8, 2007 

 

The Quota Goose Hunts scheduled on the Tennessee National Wildlife Refuge,  

Duck River Bottoms Unit for Resident Geese has bee canceled. 

 

The scheduled "non-quota hunt" will continue. 

 

A news release issued by the Department of the Interior and U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

said, "The Tennessee National Wildlife Refuge has just learned that the new quota hunt for 

resident Canada geese in the Duck River Bottoms must be canceled due to a pending 

lawsuit by Fund for Animals. In 2003 Fund for Animals sued the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

alleging that the Service did not meet the requirements of the National Environmental Policy 

Act in opening hunt programs at 37 refuges across the nation. That lawsuit is still pending, 

and processes associated with it are the cause for the quota hunt cancellation. More 

information on the lawsuit is available HERE. 

 

However, the opportunity still exists in Duck River Bottoms for non-quota hunting for 

resident Canada goose. The non-quota hunt will be held September 1 through September 7, 

2007. Unlike the quota hunt that has been canceled, the non-quota hunt will not be limited 

to designated hunt areas or zones in the Duck River Bottoms  

 

Hunters who purchased a $12.50 annual hunt permit specifically for the quota goose hunt 

on the Duck River Bottoms are encouraged to contact the Paris Headquarters Office at 731-

642-2091 if they would like to obtain a refund. Hunters who intend to hunt non-quota for 

resident Canada goose, or any other species later in the year (deer, wild turkey, raccoon, 

and squirrel) are still required to obtain a $12.50 refuge annual hunt permit.  

 

Tennessee National Wildlife Refuge has been providing hunting opportunities to the public 

for 44 years. The first hunt was in 1963 for white-tail deer. Since then the refuge has 

expanded its hunting opportunities to also include wild turkey, raccoon, and squirrel. In 

2005 the refuge opened a resident Canada goose hunt. Currently the refuge provides public 

hunting opportunities that are enjoyed by nearly 2,000 hunters.  

 

In both the National Wildlife Refuge System Administrative Act and the National Wildlife 

Refuge System Improvement Act, Congress expressly recognized the legitimacy of 

recreational hunting on units of the refuge system. Nationwide wildlife refuges offer 

opportunities for visitors to hunt, fish, watch wildlife, take photographs, and participate in 

environmental and interpretive programs when these activities are compatible with wildlife 

conservation programs. In recent years more than two million refuge visitors participated in 

regulated hunts for deer, waterfowl, and other game species.  

 

The Tennessee National Wildlife Refuge regrets any inconvenience caused to hunters due to 

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/huntlawsuitpublicversion.pdf


this cancellation of its quota hunt for resident Canada goose. For questions or to discuss this 

change, please contact the refuge office at 731-642-2091." 


